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ByAlanStagg =~
Bigfish all-rounder
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Mission accomplished
-at1ilb 4oz, I'd finally

managediocaicha
double-figure zander.

How to land
a day-ticket
monster zed

A week after the second-biggest zander in history was
banked, Alan Stagg headed to a day-ticket water in search
of his own goal - a double-figure specimen

s the sun began to dip
behind the trees in the
distance a single bleep
from my alarm
brought me to my
senses. The afternoon had been
fishless, but  wasn’t downhearted
as the zander commonly feeds best
in low light. Another bleep from the
alarm. Maybe they were starting to
wake up - I hoped the thought of
food was firmly on their minds. A
shoal of skimmers and several small
fish were evident as they rolled over
my baits, indicating that my location
was spot-on. I hoped my chosen
species would not be far behind.

Bury Hill Fisheries, set in a
secluded wooded valley of suburban
Surrey, has an impressive track
record for this Count Dracula of fish,
and previous trips in the last two
weeks had resulted in some
spectacular sport.

I felt so close to netting my target,
a double-figure zander, that I could
almost touch it. Reeling in a rod
from its dormant position I cut the
head off a fresh sprat using a small
pair of scissors, releasing its oils and
allowing them to work their magic.
Hopefully they would attract any
prowling predators.

I nicked a single size 8 barbless
hook through the root of its tail
before adding a sliver of elastic band
to hold it place and making a short
20yd cast towards the prey fish. The
groundbait from the previous day’s
match had attracted small fish in

abundance, and by casting on the
same line I hoped to put my baits
bang on target. Had the matchmen
from yesterday done the hard work
for me?

Contrary to popular belief, zander
seem to adore fresh sea baits at this
venue - almost to the point of
showing a preference over
freshwater fish. It had taken a while

“Ifeltsocloseto
netting my target,a
double-figure
zander, thatIcould
almost touch it”

to get my head around this, but the
action I had experienced in my
previous trips told its own story.
Due to the finicky feeding habits
of zander I had chosen to use a single
hook with small whole baits or
sections of fish. Singles offer a more
subtle and fish-friendly approach
than trebles, with the bonus of
making unhooking much easier.
Hooklengths were made from soft
10Ib wire. There is little truth that
this species is voracious, more timid
in truth, and it is important that
chosen rigs offer little resistance. A
small 1oz lead was presented on a
low resistance ring, and using a light
indicator would, I hoped, encourage
a positive indication when a fish
decided it was time for a snack - and

» Therodsin position,
Isettled downto
wait for dusk.

it wasn’t long before I was about to
find out.

Several minutes passed before the
alarm on the recast rod let out a
couple of bleeps, alerting my
attention before the bobbin jiggled
and pulled towards the rod butt. Not
letting the bite develop, my sweeping
strike was met by resistance as the
rod hooped over. Leaving the bite to
develop would only result in a
deeply-hooked fish, which I wanted
to avoid at all costs.

Instantly I felt the tell-tale head-
shaking which told me I was attached
to my first zander of the session.
After a good fight I scooped the fish
up in the net and it looked a fairly
good one at around 71b.

I nicked a fresh bait on to the hook
ready to recast, but was interrupted
by a succession of bleeps on my
remaining rod. As I turned around
1 watched the indicator crawling to
the top of the rod.

My immediate strike was again met
with resistance as a further fish
realised its mistake. I had waited
most of the afternoon for a bite and
had then received two in a matter of
minutes. Fishing two rods in close
proximity can allow the angler to
make the most of the shoaling
instincts of zander as they cruise
their way through the swim.

After a similar fight a fish around
71b 80z was unhooked and gently
released back to its watery home.
The twilight period had proved its
worth - but was there more action
to come? I certainly hoped so.

The few minutes that followed
were not spent basking in glory, as
the rods had to be sorted and
brought back into action. I cast fresh
baits back to their respective areas,
but experience told me that I would
have to wait until the next zander
shoal moved through the swim.

I stared intently at my bobbins as
the betalights began to glow in the
fading light. To pass the time I tied
up two similar rigs with a larger
hook on each and decided on a new
strategy. I was happy with the two
modest-sized fish I had already;
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» THERIGHT RIGSFOR ZANDER
Whatever the tactic, we've got a set-up for you to
try only at: www.gofishing.co.uk /fishing-rigs

» MOREZANDERFACTS
Learn all about the species by logging
on to: www.gofishing.co.uk/zander

Asthelightbegan

caught, but it was time to try and
tempt a larger specimen rather than
play the numbers game.

Reeling in one of the rods, I
chopped a piece of mackerel into a
reasonable chunk, letting the blood
seep from the segment. I repeated
the procedure on my second rod.
Both were then cast to the desired
distance and a flat spot appeared on
the surface above each bait as the
oily segment was left to work its
magic. If any big zander were in the
vicinity I knew they would find each
offering hard to resist.

Twenty minutes later it proved the '

correct decision.
The silent night sky

the water and on to the mat. Its
sheer length and depth left me in
awe, a sight in angling that in my
opinion is up there with the best.
The fish was neatly snared in the
scissors and I slipped the barbless
hook from its mouth easily. A few
leeches were visible along its creamy
white belly, indicating it had not
been active for long. I wondered if
changing the bait to a piece of oily
mackerel had been its undoing.
Placing my prize in a damp sling,
the zed was reduced to a number as
the scales told the tale of some good
news - 11lb 40z and a new personal
best. I felt a grin

(7 spread across my
was disturbed by the The sllent night face - mission
piercing noise of my SIW was disturbed accomplished!
alarm as a slow yet By the piercing The evening was
confident soke molseofmyalarm il iad
}:Jhe rod {1}31 allrll k? asaslow yet :eeugl}:gtg e]esselrfhti(;
Bending into the confident take lake had in store for
fish, the rod bent puilled thebobbin me. 1 made the
double as we {otherodblank” short 20yd cast
reached stalemate. . back towards the:
My instincts told me IR . . that had

to take my time, and I gained line.

Under the rod-tip the line left the
reel smoothly and after several
yards the fish was starting to make
an impression. Easing it back
towards me, I felt the battle was
turning in my favour. The zander
surfaced and showed its deep flanks
as it dived once more. I could feel
big head-shakes through the rod.

Gently I brought it to the surface
and led it over the net - the prize
was mine. After making sure the fish
was okay I left it resting in the net to
recover, Zander should always be
handled carefully and with the
utmost respect.

1 gathered my camera and weighing
equipment before lifting her out of

produced the action. Relaxing in my
chair, I basked in the glory and
drank in the atmosphere in the still
night air. However, I still had a
feeling that the action was not over.

This feeling proved correct. Over
the next hour I landed two more fish
in quick succession - another ‘seven’
and a fish weighing 8Ib 40z fell to
the oily sea fish offerings. Extremely
happy with my efforts, I packed
away my kit as the rain began to fall
- the weather had stopped play.

I had a long drive home ahead of
me, but the effort had been more
than worthwhile. I hoped it would
not be long before I could return and
experience this exciting style of

fishing again.

T SR
Alan’s to
five zed tips

Dawn and dusk are great times to
catch zander.

It is important to find the shoals
of bream and small fish. Zander
won't be far behind.

Light indicators such as washing
up liquid bottle tops are ideal.

Don't wait for bites to develop.

Strike immediately and often
they will be hooked neatly in the
corner of the mouth.

Don't be fooled into thinking

zander only like coarse baits.
Sea baits can outscore freshwater
baits at Bury Hill.

(R R
Alan’s
zander gear

flad: Fox Duo Lite Xtra Barbel rod,
12ft, 1ib 120z tc — ideal for short-range
stillwater zander fishing

Hesl: Shimano Aero Baitrunner -
a perfect match for the rod,

Mainline: 10lb GRG0

| eack: 1oz running lead on a low
resistance run ring

Hooklengti: Drennan 101b Soft Strand
wire

Hosk: Single size 8 or size 6 Gardner
Incizor hook to match the size of bait

For more details on Bury
Hill Fisheries visit www.
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DO YOU WANT

TOTAL
CONTROL?

The award winning CarbonActive Mini Series rods
has been developed for more accurate casting on
commercial carp waters where inches make all the
difference.

All models have an amazing fish-playing action and provide
excellent fish control when netting, plus the all important ability
to put your bait where you need to - every cast.

If you want total control, the Mini Series delivers every time.

CARBONACTIVE MINI SERIES
Carbon Active Mini 10’ Carp LAY

Carbon Active Mini 11" Float 2 Piece ——
Carbon Active Mini 11’ Float 3 Piece.
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