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FEATURE HOW FISH FEED

Fluctuatlng water temperatures have a massive eﬂect 10V
feed. To find out more, Russ Evans condugts his uwpf'th_ -
Bury Hill Fishery. .

Mame: Russ Evans 3 ' e
Age: 46
Occupation: Tackle shop
manager, Bury Hill Fishery
Sponsor: BOUK

Name: Bury Hill Fishery dhe. o
Location: Westcott, near ;

Dorking, Surrey, RHA 310 o

Contact: Russ on 01306 B
883621

Website: www. = A
buryhilifisheries.com '
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very time | walk along the leafy

path past Bonds Lake and towards

Milton Lake at the well-known
Bury Hill Fishery, the air of expectancy
increases in anticipation of another good
day’s action. The lake is well stocked
with crucian carp, my favourite species,
but today my targets are the big perch
that roam around the 30-peg water

during the summer months, when small
mirrors and commons charge around
grabbing all bait put before them. But
today it's bitterly cold, and although
water temperatures have barely risen
above 6°C recently the perch have come
out to play in force, like battle-hardened
stripey machines!

My chosen swim is Peg 1, and after
just a short walk 1 arrive to be greeted
with a stiff southwesterly breeze
blowing right into my

face, Conditions
look okay and
I"'m confident
of a decent
perch or
two. In
& recent
outing,
towards the
back end of
2007, I caught fish up
to 21b %oz from Milton, but [
also lost a good fish and that
convinced me to come back
tor another crack to see if [ can
raise the bar a further notch.
Teday's tackle set-up is going to
be different
from the
normal

The chosen swim for the test

almost untouched and virtually invisible

short-pole approach | often adopt,
though, because [ want to see if a soft-
actioned rod can perform just as well
when a big, lunging perch is hooked.

| have found that the bites have been
very delicate and deliberate from the
bigger perch in Milton and only their
small cousins have taken the hook

right dowwn and out of sight. The main
catching area of my peg is going to be in
the margins to my left, next to a group
of wind-beaten reeds, which incidentally
is a greal hideout for the big-mouthed
monsters,

[ also want to register the water
temperature during the session to see if
any patterns emerge, so before | set up
my Drennan 15ft Combo Floatmaster
rod [ flick the sensor of my Rivertherm
thermometer four feet out into the swim.
As | start to set up my tackle | keep
glancing down at the readings, and after
five minubes or 50 notice that the display
settles on 4.8°C — much colder than I'd
anticipated!

Plumbing up has revealed a nice
depth of just over three feet and the rig
is presented at dead depth. [ always
take plenty of time when plumbing
up because | think it's one of the most
important factors of attacking a peg,
plus it also reveals if there are any
small dips in the lake bed or, just as
importantly, flat spots.

AL 8. 10am | introduce a small pot of
chopped worms and casters in mush
form with a squirt of Predator Plus
liquid to create a nice red cloud, and
follow that by flicking out a few red
maggots over the top.

My reel is a Daiwa 2503 CU spooled
with 2.61b Bayer Perlon and I've
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