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za nder By Neil Wayte

ears ago the zander was the  could be caught by some lucky
scourge of the waterways and "¢
the doom mongers said they Even though they are savage
would eat all of the silver fish in the  |ooking predators zander can be
venues. Culls were organised and very finicky feeders and despite
zander were killed in the thousands. e fact!
: on strong pike tackle you need
Fortunately things have calmed A T
o to refine your tackle to get the
down and the predictions of gloom Bestfon zanderihers o

and doom have not proved to be need for 3Ib test curve pike rods
true. and strong barbel rods of | 3/4lb

it some do get caught

to 2Ib test curves are far better

Even though the zander is not native : :
ander fishing. Rods of

to our shores nature has found a this size will be strong enough to
balance and things have settled down.  cast out small fish baits and wil

allow you to enjoy playing

to en|

Inttially the main population of zander were zander, with bigger rods you will
in the midlands and the fens but they are just winch them in. Main lines of
now slowly spreading into the Freshwater | 2Ib breaking strain are strong
Informer region. There are populations in enough and a medium sized
both the Thames and the Lea and both fixed spool reel will cope.
venues are now producing double figure fish,

Those with local information are catching The area we need to pay most
fish but for most of us travelling to these attention to is the end tackle or
venues it will be hit and miss. Fortunately we  rigs. Once again there is no need

have

venue in our area that gives all of us rly strong wire traces and

the chance c >ting these fantastic

breaking strain of 12Ib will be

looking fish. In the main lake at Bury Hill fine, If you can find a supple
near Dorking there is a thriving population variety such as Drennan |21b ind a barbless size 6 Insizor The treble is fixed on the
of zander and not only that lurking in the Pike Wire or Middy's Pike System  bottom of the trace and the single is placed above it
ths of the lake there are some true | 51b stainless they will be fine held in position by a couple of twists of the trace so
isters. Just recently a fish of 14lb Also with these two variety's you  that | can adjust the distance bet
featured in the national angling press and will find that you can twist or To mount the bait you do it put
venue owner knot the traces rather than use the top lip of the bait fish and the t
David de Vere crimp your traces. For my zander  flan
believes that a fishing | use just two type
fish of over |6l traces, one is used for whole fish As | mentioned earlier zander can be very finicky
is present and baits and the other is used for o sounted as above so
fishing most of my fishing I1s done using just a

fish Ir

the e

1SIZOr On d of the tr

heads Even then yo

be hooked throu !'_-'_.'" the top W

When experience short shar p lifts of the bobbin that stop

I'm abruptly, this is the zander pic king up the baits and then
sing

using dropping them very quickly

AL The best way to remedy this is Jst cut the head off
fish the bait fish and mount that on the single hook
baits :

hich - -
Ko It is possible to float fish your dead baits but | much
are

I prefer to use a simple running ledger rig set up.Try to
usually )

4 cut the resistance down to a minimum by using a large
small ' =
h

roacn

a John Roberts ledger bead.

r bead to
fal]

bream |
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